LECTURE 6

I. Metaphor.
A metaphor is a rhetorical figure of speech that compares two subjects without the use of “like” or “as.” Metaphor is often confused with simile, which compares two subjects by connecting them with “like” or “as” (for example: “She’s fit as a fiddle”). While a simile states that one thing is like another, a metaphor asserts that one thing is the other, or is a substitute for the other thing. A metaphor asserts a correlation or resemblance between two things that are otherwise unrelated. The English word “metaphor” originates from the Greek metaphorá, which means “to transfer” or “to carry over.” Indeed, a metaphor transfers meaning from one subject on to another so that the target subject can be understood in a new way.

Rhetoricians have further elaborated on the definition of metaphor by separating and naming the two key elements. There are a few different sets of names for these two parts: they can be called the “tenor” and the “vehicle”, the “ground” and the “figure”, or the “target” and the “source”. Consider this famous example of a metaphor from Shakespeare’s “As You Like It”:

All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players.

In this example, the world is the primary subject, and it gains attributes from the stage (ie, from theater). Thus, in the binary pairs, the world is the “tenor,” the “ground,” and the “target,” while the stage is the “vehicle,” the “figure,” and the “source.”

II. Metonymy.

Metonymy is a figure of speech in which one object or idea takes the place of another with which it has a close association. In fact, metonymy means “change of name.” As a literary device, it is a way of replacing an object or idea with something related to it instead of stating what is actually meant. Metonymy enables writers to express a word or thought in a different way by using a closely related word or thought. Therefore, this is a method for writers to vary their expression and produce an effect for the reader. Silver screen is an excellent use of metonymy. This phrase is a figure of speech, meaning it’s used for effect rather than literal meaning. Also, it is a substitute concept for movies, movie theaters, etc. “Screen” is related to the way movies were traditionally shown (or screened) in a theater. In addition, “silver” is associated with original black and white films and the glitter of Hollywood. As metonymy, it can take the place of words such as movie, theater, film, etc. In this way, words such as movie or film aren’t overused.

III. Irony is a literary device in which contradictory statements or situations reveal a reality that is different from what appears to be true. There are many forms of irony featured in literature. The effectiveness of irony as a literary device depends on the reader’s expectations and understanding of the disparity between what “should” happen and what “actually” happens in a literary work. This can be in the form of an unforeseen outcome of an event, a character’s unanticipated behavior, or something incongruous that is said.

Many common phrases and situations reflect irony. Irony often stems from an unanticipated response (verbal irony) or an unexpected outcome (situational irony).

Here are some common examples of verbal and situational irony:

Verbal Irony

· Telling a quiet group, “don’t everybody speak all at once”

· Coming home to a big mess and saying, “it’s great to be back”

· Telling a rude customer to “have a nice day”

· Walking into an empty theater and asking, “it’s too crowded”

· Stating during a thunderstorm, “beautiful weather we’re having”

· An authority figure stepping into the room saying, “don’t bother to stand or anything”

· A comedian telling an unresponsive audience, “you all are a great crowd”

· Describing someone who says foolish things a “genius”

· Delivering bad news by saying, “the good news is”

· Entering a child’s messy room and saying “nice place you have here”
Situational Irony

· A fire station that burns down

· Winner of a spelling bee failing a spelling test

· A t-shirt with a “Buy American” logo that is made in China

· Marriage counselor divorcing third wife

· Sending a Christmas card to someone who is Jewish

· Leaving a car wash at the beginning of a downpour

· A dentist needing a root canal

· Going on a blind date with someone who is visually impaired

· A police station being burglarized

· Purchasing a roll of stamps a day before the price to send a letter increases

IV. Zeugma


The zeugma is an interesting literary device that uses one word to refer to two or more different things, in more than one way. Zeugmas will either confuse the reader or inspire them to think more deeply. Here's a famous example from Star Trek: The Next Generation: "You are free to execute your laws, and your citizens, as you see fit." In this sentence, the word "execute" applies to both laws and citizens and, as a result, has a shocking effect.


Given the zeugma's risky role in a sentence, it's best to tread lightly when adding this kind of flavor to your writing. Let's examine some examples of zeugma so you can continue to add zest to your prose. Zeugma can be used to create drama, add emotion, or produce a level of shock value. While there can still be an underlying sense of confusion, generally, a zeugma is used purposely.

V. Pun



A pun is a literary device that is also known as a “play on words.” Puns involve words with similar or identical sounds but with different meanings. Their play on words also relies on a word or phrase having more than one meaning. Puns are generally intended to be humorous, but they often have a serious purpose as well in literary works.


For example, the if you were to attend a lecture about managing finances entitled “Common Cents,” this features a pun. The play on words is between “cents,” as in coins, and “sense,” as in awareness. This pun is also effective as a play on words of the phrase “common sense,” which is appropriate to the subject of managing finances.
